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Controller Westly Pays $1.2 Billion to Cities and 
Counties 

 
SACRAMENTO – State Controller Steve Westly today began making $1.2 billion in Vehicle License 
Fee (VLF) gap loan payments to 536 cities and counties throughout California.   
 
“I stood up for cities and counties when it wasn’t popular,” Controller Westly said.  “The people of 
California helped out the state in its time of fiscal crisis, and now it’s time to pay them back.”  
 
The $1.2 billion Controller Westly is delivering to local governments includes: 
 
$354,700,990   Los Angeles County and 87 cities in that county 
 
$29,741,139   City and County of San Francisco 
 
$38,184,166   Sacramento County and six cities in that county 
 
$103,198,212   San Diego County and 18 cities in that county 
 
$28,426,791   Fresno County and 15 cities in that county 
 
The state borrowed $1.2 billion in VLF funds that had been earmarked for local governments between 
July and October of 2003.  The state had been required to pay back the money on August 15, 2006.  
Local governments are being repaid the full amount this year under the bipartisan 2005-06 state budget 
signed earlier this month. 
 
In 2003, the Davis administration decided that the state would not pay back the $1.2 billion VLF 
money the state borrowed.  Controller Westly stood by local governments and said that cities and 
counties be repaid.  The Davis administration backed down, and agreed to repay the money in 2006. 
 
Earlier this year, Westly called on the governor to use funds generated by the successful tax amnesty 
program to pay back California local governments and agencies. 
 
Controller Westly worked with two of his divisions and two additional state agencies to expedite the 
VLF payments to cities and counties.  The checks will be issued 15 days after the governor signed the 
budget bill. 
 
Attached is a complete list of the cities and counties receiving payments. 
 
 

### 

http://www.controller.ca.gov/
vlf_communications.pdf
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